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Literacy 



Reading 

In the classroom 
The children will read as part of a guided reading activity. The 
teacher will encourage children to deduce and infer from a text or 
picture. Where possible, the text or picture will link with the genre 
focus or theme being covered in Literacy lessons. 
 
The guided reading carousel also allows for children to have time 
to read their own choice of text. During this time, the teaching 
assistant will discuss the books your child is reading and 
encourage reading for fun. 
 
At home 
Getting your child to read daily is one of the most important 
things to do. They are also not too old to sit and listen to a story! 
Perhaps take it in turns: paragraph each, page each, chapter each. 
Encourage discussion around any unknown words. Not sure how to 
help? Read some sample question stems (additional handout) that 
you can use when listening to your child read. 
 
Assessments 
Your child will be assessed in reading by way of a comprehension 
paper. This is where children have different genres of text to 
retrieve, deduce and infer answers. 



Writing 

In the classroom 
Over the year, children will be learning to write in a variety of 
fiction and non-fiction genres. We will be developing skills in: letter 
writing, recounts, setting descriptions, character descriptions, diary 
entries, balanced arguments, biased arguments, poetry, non- 
chronological reports, and explanation texts. We spend two weeks 
using what we know already about a genre, building on that 
knowledge, gathering information for our work, learning about 
specific genre features with a modelled text, creating a shared 
write of the text before drafting our own versions, editing and up-
levelling and finally presenting a piece with our beautiful practised 
joined handwriting.  
 
The children will take part in twice weekly specific handwriting 
lessons, in which, letter joins, sizes and orientation are taught and 
consolidated.  
 
At home 
There are no homework expectations in place for practising writing 
alone. However, the weekly homework will require some spelling 
practise. This is an ideal opportunity to practise handwriting! 
 
Assessments 
Children will be assessed termly on an independent piece of 
writing. 



Writing 
(expectations) 

 
• Describe settings and integrating dialogue 

 
• To add detail, qualification and precision by: 

• Use adverbs 
• Use expanded noun phrases 
• Use prepositional phrases 

 
• Use a range of clause structures, sometimes varying position 

in the sentence. 
 

• Use different verb forms accurately and consistently 
 

• Use cohesive devices within and across sentences and 
paragraphs 
 

• Use commas for clarity 
 

• Use some punctuation for parenthesis 
• Brackets 
• Commas 
• Dashes  

 
• Spelling most words correctly (adding prefixes and suffixes 

appropriately, spelling the correct form of a homophone and 
spelling all common exception words correctly) 
 

• Produces legible joined handwriting 

 
 



SPaG 
(spelling, punctuation and 
grammar) 

In the classroom 
Punctuation and grammar is generally incorporated into the daily 
literacy sessions. In this way, children are able to make solid 
connections in their understanding and see the effects of the 
punctuation or grammar being taught. Occasionally there is need 
for a few discreet lessons. 
 
Spelling has two main focuses; common exception words and 
spelling rules. The children will complete several spelling activities 
throughout the week which will incorporate both strands of 
spelling focus. The children will be tested once a week on their 
weekly spellings and every half term on all of the spellings from 
the half term to ensure no spelling is left behind! 
 
At home 
There will be a short punctuation or grammar task on the weekly 
homework sheet. This is to allow the children to practise and 
consolidate their learning from the weeks learning.   
 
The children will also be given a list of 10 words from their 
spelling rules; as well as their few common exception words for the 
week. It is imperative that these words are practised little and 
often. 
 
Assessments 
Children will be assessed termly on a SPaG paper. This consists of 
two parts. The first part will focus on grammar and punctuation 
questions where children will need to use multiple choice or 
underline certain parts of a sentence. The second part is a separate 
test which tests 20 spellings within the context of a sentence. 



accommodate 
accompany 
according 
achieve 
aggressive 
amateur 
ancient 
apparent 
appreciate 
attached 
available 
average 
awkward 
bargain 
bruise 
category 
cemetery 
committee 
communicate 
community 
competition 
conscience* 
conscious* 
controversy 
convenience 
correspond 
criticise 
curiosity 
definite 
desperate 
determined 
develop 
dictionary 
disastrous 
embarrass 
environment 
equipped 
equipment 
especially 
exaggerate 
excellent 
existence 
explanation 
 

familiar 
foreign 
forty 
frequently 
government 
guarantee 
harass 
hindrance 
identity 
immediate 
immediately 
individual 
interfere 
interrupt 
language 
leisure 
lightning 
marvellous 
mischievous 
muscle 
necessary 
neighbour 
nuisance 
occupy 
occur 
opportunity 
parliament 
persuade 
physical 
prejudice 
privilege 
profession 
programme 
pronunciation 
queue 
recognise 
recommend 
relevant 
restaurant 
rhyme 
rhythm 
sacrifice 
secretary 

shoulder 
signature 
sincere 
sincerely 
soldier 
stomach 
sufficient 
suggest 
symbol 
system 
temperature 
thorough 
twelfth 
variety 
vegetable 
vehicle 
yacht 

Spelling 
Common exception words 



Spelling 
Spelling patterns 

Spelling rule/pattern Example 

Silent ‘b’ Subtle 

Words ending in –ible Terrible 

Words ending in –able Understandable 

Silent ‘t’ Fasten 

Words ending in –ibly and –ably Understandably 

Words ending in –ent Frequent 

Words ending in –ence Silent 

‘ee’ sound spelt ‘ei’ Receive 

Words ending in –ance Distance 

Words ending in –cious Spacious 

Words ending in –tious Nutritious 

Words ending in –cial/tial Official 

Letter string ‘ought fought 



Punctuation 
and Grammar 
(punctuation expectations) 

Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences. 

Apostrophes to mark singular and 
plural possession. 
The girl’s name. (singular) 
The girls’ names. (plural) 

 

Use of inverted commas and other punctuation 
to indicate direct speech.  
A comma after the reporting clause and end punctuation 
within inverted commas. 
The conductor shouted, “Sit down!” 

Use of commas after fronted adverbials. 
Last night, I did my homework. 

Commas to separate items in a list. 
I packed my books, pencil case and lunchbox. 

 

Brackets, dashes or commas to indicate 
parentheses.  
Parentheses are used to add in extra information. 
Brackets, dashes and commas can be used. 
The children (all 32 of them) were ready. 
The children—all 32 of them—were ready. 
The children, all 32 of them, were ready. 

 

Use of commas to clarify meaning or 
avoid ambiguity. 
Only Sally and Bob went to the cinema in this 
sentence: 
After they left Jon, Sally and Bob went to the 
cinema. 
All three went to the cinema in this sentence: 
After they left, Jon Sally and Bob went to the 
cinema. 



Punctuation 
and Grammar 
(grammar expectations) 



Maths 



In the classroom 
We complete daily maths sessions throughout the year covering all 
number and non-number themes: Place value, Addition, 
Subtraction, Multiplication, Division, Fractions, Decimals, 
Percentages, Shape, Measures, Geometry and Data. Where possible, 
the children will be introduced to a theme using concrete objects. 
As their understanding develops, we will move on to pictorial 
representations and finally the abstract. 
 
At home 
Quick recall of number facts is vital by the time your child is in 
year five. Much of the curriculum relies on assumed knowledge of 
these facts. This year we have introduced times tables rock stars as 
an initiative to encourage lots of friendly competition to practise 
tables. It is best to practise tables little and often. Daily for five 
minutes is ideal!  
 
In addition to this, your child will also be bringing home a Maths 
homework book. Your homework sheet will tell you which page to 
complete. As tempting as it will be for some of the children, please 
make sure they only complete the pages requested. If your child is 
ever finding something tricky – please do not hesitate to comment 
on the homework or even come in to speak to me about it. 
 
Assessments 
Assessments will happen on a termly basis: Autumn term 1, Spring 
term 1 and Summer Term 1. The assessments are in the form of 
three papers: Arithmetic and two reasoning papers.  

Maths 



Across school we use the Lacewood VCP. This ensures that children 
have a clear understanding of different strategies that they can use 
to complete maths problems. The strategies are broadly sorted 
between year groups allowing each strategy to build important 
understanding at the right time in the learning journey. In year 5, 
we mainly use the following: 

Maths 
Visual Calculation Policy 



Maths 



Themes 
We will be covering all of our learning this year within the 
following themes: 
 

Autumn 1 - The Great War 
 
 
 

Autumn 2 - Whitby 
 
 
 

Spring 1 – A world of imagination – The Maya 
 
 
 

Spring 2 – A world of imagination – Mexico 
 
 
 

Summer 1 – Revolution; Evolution – Victorians 
 
 
 

Summer 2 – Revolution; Evolution -  
 
 
 
 



Planned Trips 
and Visits 

 
 
Autumn 1  
To link in with our theme of ‘The Great War’, Beech class will be 
going on a visit to Sherwood Pines to look at the WW1 trenches and 
experience orienteering through the forest. 
 
Autumn 2 
To link in with our theme of ‘Whitby’, and our Science learning 
about coastal erosion, Beech class will be going on a visit to Whitby 
to conduct some of our own science experiments, and also take in 
some of the mythical stories of Whitby in person. 
 
Spring 1 A chocolate inspired trip to link with our work on the 
Aztecs. As of yet, the Spring term trip has not been confirmed.  
 
Summer 1 – Robin Wood residential. Information evening will be held 
closer to the time, normally in the last week of Summer 1. This is a 
fantastic trip. The children gain so much from this 3 day trip. Even 
the teachers gain a lot…of grey hairs! Joking aside, it is enormous 
fun. 
 
Summer 2 
An end of year trip is pencilled in to link with our Victorians topic. In previous 
years, we have taken part in a ‘Victorian Servant’ day at Canon Hall Farm 
Museum. We have such a lot of fun: polishing the brass, making lavender bags, 
sugar mice, touring the Victorian house, making lemonade. To end the day, we 
go for an ice cream and play in the farm playgrounds. 
 
 
Our theme-linked trips are aimed at deepening the children’s understanding of 
a topic area as well creating fun and lasting memories. 
 


