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Letter formation / Handwriting 

Children know how to: 
 

 sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly – BBC position. 
 continue to develop tripod grip of a pencil/pen. 
 write some lower case and capital letters of the alphabet in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the 

right place. 
 form digits 0-9. 
 

Planning, Drafting and Editing 

Children know how to: 
 

 compose a sentence orally before writing. 

 Say a sentence out loud before writing it – oral rehearsal. 

 sequence sentences to form short narratives. 

 read their writing to check that it makes sense to themselves and to an adult. 

 to begin to independently make a change to their writing so that they make their writing better. 

Audience, Purpose and Structure 
Children know how to: 
 
 use a number of simple features of different text types and to make relevant choices about subject matter and 

appropriate vocabulary choices. 

 start to engage readers in stories and news telling by using adjectives to describe. 

 begin to write for different purposes: poetry, instructions, letter.   

       

Sentence Structure (Including punctuation and grammar) 

Children know how to: 
 

 use simple sentence structures that are accurately punctuated with a capital letter and a full stop. 
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 use simple conjunctions (and, but) to link ideas in sentences. 
 form simple compound sentences. 
 use capital letters for names, places, the days of the week and the personal pronoun ‘I’. 
 use finger spaces. 
 use full stops to end sentences. 
 use question marks and exclamation marks. 

 

Terminology 

Recognise and use the terms: 
• Letter 
• Capital letter 
• Word 
• Singular 
• Plural 
• Sentence 
• Punctuation 
• Full stop 
• Question mark 
• Exclamation mark. 
 

Phonic & Whole word spelling 

 spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes taught 
 spell common exception words 
 spell the days of the week 
 name the letters of the alphabet in order 
 use letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound 
 spell words with simple phoneme/grapheme correspondence accurately e.g. cat, dog, red 
 make phonetically plausible attempts at writing longer words using dominant phonemes and common grapheme 

representations 

Other word building spelling 

 use the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for 
verbs 

 use the prefix un– 
 use –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words 
 apply simple spelling rules and guidance from Appendix 1 

Contexts for writing (Purpose) 
 Writing to entertain- Stories 

 Writing to entertain- Poetry 

 Writing to entertain- Character Description 

 
 Writing to inform- Recount (Daily news) 

 Writing to inform- instructions  

 Writing to inform/ entertain- letter  

 Writing to inform- Recount (Trip) 

 


