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Letter formation / Handwriting 

Children know how to: 
 
➢ use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters. 

➢ Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting, e.g.: by ensuring that down strokes of letters are 

parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of 

letters do not touch. 

Transcription 

➢ write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far. 

Planning, Drafting and Editing 

In addition to KS1 knowledge, children know how to: 

➢ use ideas from their own reading and modelled examples to plan their writing. 

➢ begin to proofread their own and others’ work to check for errors (with increasing accuracy) and to make 

improvements – blue editing pens introduced A1.  

➢ organise their writing into paragraphs around a theme (e.g. 3 paragraphs – beginning middle and end). 

 

Audience, Purpose and Structure 
In addition to KS1 knowledge, children know how to: 
 
➢ demonstrate an increasing understanding of purpose and audience by discussing writing similar to that which 

they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
➢ use the structure of a wider range of text types (including the use of simple layout devices in non-fiction). 
 

Component Knowledge 

Composite Knowledge 



Writing End Points – Year 3 

➢ make deliberate, ambitious word choices to add detail. 
➢ create settings, characters and plot in narratives. 
➢ begin to use dialogue to convey a character. 
 

Sentence Structure (Including punctuation and grammar) 

➢ maintain the correct tense (including the present perfect tense) throughout a piece of writing with accurate 

subject/verb agreement. 

➢ use ‘a’ or ‘an’ correctly throughout a piece of writing. 

➢ use simple conjunctions confidently and accurately. 

➢ use subordinate clauses, extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of 

conjunctions, including when, if, because, and although. 

➢ use a range of conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to show time, place and cause. 

➢ use the full range of punctuation from previous year groups. 

➢ punctuate direct speech using inverted commas (speech marks). 

 

Terminology 

Recognise and use the terms: 

• Preposition 

• Conjunction 

• Word family 

• Prefix 

• Clause 

• Subordinate clause 

• Direct speech 

• Consonant 

• Vowel 

• Inverted commas (speech marks) 

 

Phonic & Whole word spelling 

➢ spell further homophones  

➢ spell words that are often misspelt (Appendix 1) 

Other word building spelling 

➢ use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them 
➢ place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals and in words with irregular plurals 
➢ use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary 

Contexts for writing (Genre & Purpose) 
Autumn 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genre 

Writing to inform: Letter from 
Flat Stanley 
   

Spring 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genre 

Writing to entertain: Chapter of 
The Stolen Spear   
 

Summer 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genre 

Writing to entertain: Writing a 
myth story   
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Writing to entertain: Great Fire 
setting description  
 
Context 

Stanley is flattened and discovers 
unusual ways to use his new 
shape. Builds imagination, 
inference and character writing 
skills. 
 
A setting description of the Great 
Fire and its impact. Links to 
history and develops retrieval, 
sequencing and vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing to persuade: A letter 
from the crayons 
 
Context 

A historical adventure involving a 
missing spear. Encourages 
prediction, inference and building 
suspense. 
 
Crayons write letters explaining 
why they are unhappy. Explores 
viewpoint, voice and persuasive 
writing. 

Writing to inform: Diary from the 
perspective of Seth  
 
 
Context 

Marcy solves challenges linked to 
Egyptian myths. Links to Ancient 
Egypt and develops inference 
skills and knowledge of myth 
stories.  
 
A funny adventure linked to 
Ancient Egypt. Encourages 
prediction and imaginative 
writing. Explains the discovery of 
Tutankhamun’s tomb. Builds non-
fiction reading skills and topic 
vocabulary. 
 

 

Autumn 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Genre 

Writing to entertain: Cave Setting 
description     
 
Writing to inform: Cave Baby 
diary entry  
 
Context 

A boy travels back to the Stone 
Age and learns about prehistoric 
life. Links to history and supports 
descriptive writing and 
comparisons. 
 
A cave baby explores outside and 
meets new friends. Develops 
character feelings, dialogue and 
story structure. 

 

Spring 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Genre 

Writing to entertain: Overcoming 
the monster story   
 
 Writing to persuade: Saving 
water leaflet  
 
Context 

George creates a strange 
medicine with surprising results. 
Develops vocabulary, humour and 
creative writing. 
 
A girl searches for clean water 
and shares her experience. Builds 
empathy and persuasive 
language. 

Summer 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Genre 

Writing to entertain: The wood 
where magic grows portal story  
 
Writing to inform: Diary from the 
perspective of Peter Rabbit 
 
Context 

A magical adventure in an 
enchanted wood. Supports 
setting descriptions and 
imaginative writing. 
 
Peter ignores warnings and gets 
into trouble in a garden.  
Explores character choices, 
consequences and traditional 
tales. 
 

 


